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PUBLIC EDUCATION AS AN APPROACH TO FUTURE PL^ ABATEMENT 




itlfl^M Mtl^^iass media) and to stress 
|^ ^M@r^ KTO^Bg I)r oa ch , ''public education," as the ke mt^l^ ^^^^ 
^^p fSjgjl^iWf^gl^grsuasion ( for reference, see: AlexaadSc^lMjB)! 
The purpose of . this paper is to briefly discuss the publlcgd^fl 



^^iot^ approach to pollution abatement in terms of long-range or fut utg 
|pli£uaning# The method is to present the findings of recent attitude 
laStdies concerning pollution and to then apply the findings to an asses|^^ 
^nt^Sf ^tne^piBllE^lducatio^^ . 



fPWli ^^wareness , ^mm^ m^ 

An "inf ormedgpMILilirteiMdef inedmtralg^^^RK^^^ 
^^M^^ l^Ef^^^^^ @^^l^j ^^ ^i^^^M B>g@Lsg^ 
lie education. 




fclPoiJjuti;^ ^ 

jginsS^^thSBtirgfl^ 



^^^^^^^^ 



|pollutticiiyaBBi)r^^^ might sug ggg^ 

Indeed, the issue of "degree" of avarenl^^MDftSgry complex, as is ^yfe ^ 




denced by perceptual differences among inM^^^ls . 

Summarizing a series of attitude studies conducted by the U.S. j 
Public Health Service, de Groot (1967) concluded that people are l^TO 



likely to perceive aa^gpaJlgSLjcSlas a problem In their own neighbo^^^^^i 
than in the community-I^l^gg^HDe Groot . noted, however, that these 
studililf^l^Et^^ in residential pollutlQij 

Nev^t W^^^tf^^^^^^ KSrd^ aR^^MCffff^^ controlled foavIfiWia 
residenH^ri^iTOgl^^^WKoiffSS ^MM^^M analysis. A psy^^g 
logical TeW^Xf^M:^ni t6yjmi^l^^^^^ to be the appareQ 

operation of a^Bx ^l^Mfl^^^^^^^ BgiS^^^h ereb y peopliWiMi^B^I 



teigSSlSM^^^^ 





tilfilBBulWBi gt fi artg^ 
teWga6i^.ylpl^r5Q^^d 



^^eV^vefr^^hc^uj^ su^^ and possibly? 



to differences in population char^^ ^^l^^M^tt^S ^SWeM^^^^^ ^^^ 
is somewhat contradictory in this xesyf&^t^^^^tl^^^nenej^^^^iM^^^^^^ 
(1964) found sex and social class to beB^rorg^p^^ ^^^^fagdlgg 

[attitudes about pollution* De Groot and^S^Pg^(^^^)™h^e5 ^^^^ro ^ ^S 

|no significant attitudinal differences betweei^ ^^BSg^^ ^^^Bt ^^^^^ 
sex, age, education, and social class* Crowe (19^^ ^^^ MEffiBl^B^ 
find differences in awareness attitudes on the basis S^£^s e^^^^^^^^^ t 
however, he was able to establish perceptual dlf ferentiati^W ^M^^B 
of education and social class* 

What is important from the ab o ^^p^rcuBXiSB BLlR^R 

^^^^lex issue* The o peratlQn MX>j MEB^a liroijg]^ ^^gffl 
ty^ofli S^SjagM BWggfi^^S 
percegtiiGgEbage]diS^^^ 

Bfg ^Kifo ^.^ii^engpis^r(^^ 

jpr^ehcggjgggj^^^ 

!waijgof ||^W uS ^xtent B^ 
IntTiigatWMsgib^^^ 




^McKeei 



iBjS:^^B|t8 . ta l^SB^^^ t^MSlS^BME^^ ^^ ^ g^fe s about 
S^^^^^ ^xM^^l^^^^fftfe^t ^EUp ^ but it 

^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 
expert^ 




^[^^ notes thp.t th^ ^i^^^lMgf ffiH^ffi gjca^^ 
^^Efective future pl^g^^fjS^^ itlemeTft^SlE^MlM 
to only act out ojame^enic^ 
JThe^dlfflcjultiiaio:^^ 

^^^^ &iWo3l^S l^t%g Swn<Ba^^Lflg^^ 
'js^lli^pMfiS^ltMtt^^B^ HHw ^^ 



leral^g^jrg^ 




educ^igCT^app TOj^tt ^jSYel^^^ the public will act ^garHl^!^hi|tb^| 

Tire^Widence suggests ^ however > that In spite of lac gQ^^ ubllcl 
awareness 9 people are not willing to make the necessary ^^SLjiSg^M^^ B 
control pollution 9 unless they actually perceive It as a ctiS^^B^M&tMt 
of adverse health effects (for reference, see: de Groot, 1967)7 

The question arises as to what are the reasons that people do 
not take action in advance of perceived crisis. 

Reichardt (1970) suggested two possible reasons ^y persQ^sfgHgljg 
effectively organize to reach common solutions to pollutlcK^ 
gls^that individuals differ in the iaper SeBtaB^ ^^^aj^jo ta^ 
crisis. A gSgjE^a^l^BTfJghis ilK^^Mg^fc^cgt^oSS^rayg 
^^lg/«lpoTOl^H^^"^ 

illprjB^s^^^SpH^^roiMf^RlOTB^ 
ife5Ma^My#]tte^Sirff(JMg^^^ 




a crowdgdWomtiy^^aTC 
icen^^b^enMg^^^Bl^Kl^ll^^ y^,M.j 



iairlincSg(I5D6S)s^^ 



^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 

"social trade-offs'^fbeciPmeMg^ 

Trade-offs are talg ^gtojaicrcoSttMb y 
Rries to deal with pol Jl]«a3»iMaB^^i^M 
hypothesized that thl^lt^^^ phWe:^^^^g ^Se[n^^^ 
source of pollution, the lessgc^ ^^Dtgdff^^ gs^MMi^^^ 
^Ptf t^ontrolllngfp^^tlon^ Iffd^raMftgjjlSHg^E^ ^^^^ ^ 
KrSBlemWCecgSdl ^j^fiW ff^i^^^ ^^M ^mT^^B^M yg 

^yg^^^jatj^^rasfigt^ro^R^ 

By^grgi^^SiECo Bfo^^ 
iSgtalj^lS^yge^fo^gg^ ^ 



jwg Ujiglyes placed on en^loyne^^^Iifajbr 



Iccmplalnlng about po llu tll3hmt okauthoril^^ would be Ineffective. The; 
gend result of these feelj^ ^^g^p i^jgHl^ Is extreme apathy and weak ani 



p)ollution lobbies in governffitttM( ^1^ DSynlng ^ 1970f). 

Not totally unconnected to^l^pffiRd reason, and indeed at least 
partially responsible for public pessimism, is ^TOoj^^^^ibili ty-1 
a lack of public leadership. De Groot (1967) not^^Mt^^cem among 
leaders with other social prob3jgj^^^ ^^^^g^^^^[^^^g ^^gS^B^g 
taken precedent over concern ^^^^^l3>aUjLm>Jj^^^H6^ 
the lack of effective leadershigl ltt fflgiElS^ ^^Clffl^^j MiQSMt^ 
apathy was a g^^lg of unf^lfilledlg^^ ^^t^g^MHii^Sl^Mfl^ 
^]Egaj> a^not_total^^ 
Sjtea fijSrts^^ gQVi^^ 
j^ntgmai^bS^SmWOT 





agflWlBri@iS^^p3l^ffifl^PBB5^ 
glgSgllWflvhi£lltBKBl@^^ 



Wiiemai^^^Kpfyu^^ • As Raiik£ag{3^^^^^ 

^^^^I^^&^S be ob'^gMTi^m the above dlfi g^AiSn Stffat the public Sj^^ 
^du^tlon approach to pollution abatement la not an overwh e^g gTyyerf^^^ 
fi^iWt alternative for future planning. Any assumption th^Ptt^ public^ 
g^ill become uniformly and saliently informed through greater mass com- J 
Rnunication is not borne out by research. It is also a false assumptlonj™ 
that a public (given Increased general awareness) w-^ll, through some alg™ 
truistic value called "civic responsibility," move toward controlling 
pollution, short of a perceived crisis. 

Becaus SpS^Kann otjpjrfectly predict into the future » Jieimxis t al- 
low for the plausibility of ^^f33 ;fe education becoming a ^regefjj/lri^tj 
li^roach at iSli»!StSf^ail^gg^^^^^^^g^^W^^^^^^^E^^^^^ 
jchange brought ab ojSMKyj gSSl^^ duSjat^^^B^ 

to J^^:^^ritmCX±S^iBu 

lPollS13.x3nlSbl^ 
IggSjgc^^S&alt^dge^^^ 
^^ ^gth gd^^^gax^ia^^ 
St^t^^^lll^&ie^u^^ 
^^^^MLMtH^Tpapg^ 
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